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Testimony in Support of LD 2094: AN Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Task 

Force on Changes to the Maine Indian Land Claims Settlement Implementing Act 

Submitted by Maulian Dana, Penobscot Nation Tribal Ambassador 

Senator Carpenter, Representative Bailey and members of the Judiciary Committee, I am 

honored to be here today to ask you to please support this collaborative and historic effort made 

in good faith and hope for a more equitable and harmonious relationship between the Wabanaki 

Nations and the State of Maine. I want to express my respect and gratitude for the Wabanaki 

Chiefs and Vice Chiefs who served on the task force and lead our Nations through this process, 

as well as the legal teams who played an important role in education and advocacy on some 

complicated subject matter. I also want to thank the state lawmakers who served on the task 

force and provided us with these strong unanimous votes on the various recommendations. I 

attended the sessions and saw a great deal of hearts and minds opening to this new realm of 

possibilities. Change can be daunting; we will get there together when we are receptive and 

ready for progress. In this spirit, I also want to thank Speaker Gideon and Senate President 

Jackson for helping create this task force and for meeting with Tribal leaders to shape this vision. 

I cannot express enough my appreciation and reverence for all the tribal leaders and citizens past 

and present who have navigated the waters of tribal state relations before, during, and after the 

land claims was enacted in 1980. Being born in 1984 I am not quite as old at this act so I have 

lived my lifetime seeing many battles played out, some hitting very close to home when my 

father served as Chief. I stand on his shoulders today as well as many others who have laid so 

much of themselves on the line in these last 40 years.  I am well aware that the role that I 

currently fill with the Nation is in existence because of the relationship with the state turning so 

sour that we removed our representative from the chamber. I also honor the work of all of those 

representatives who worked here so bravely for our people.  

You have heard and will hear many technical aspects of these changes. I want you to think big 

picture during my time here with you. I spoke at the inauguration for Governor Mills. It was not 

a decision I took lightly and I received some blow back from it. However, it was a risk I took out 

of good will. Out of hope. I took the chance because I wanted to stand in that room and be seen. 

To remind Maine that Indigenous people belong on those stages not as tokens or playing drums 

as background music but as figures of diplomacy and government officials. I was not there to 

celebrate; I was there to assert myself and my people while honoring the ceremony. We are still 

here and our voice matters. We passed two bills last year, one was to change Columbus Day to 

Indigenous Peoples Day and the other was the Ban Native American Mascots in Maine Schools. 

Those changes matter. However, if we do not follow those with substantial shifts in how we 

really bring Wabanaki Nations into equal footing then I am afraid those two laws will be seen as 

simply placating us and not as the historic and groundbreaking efforts they are. Symbolic change 

is powerful, practical change is hard but necessary. I want to thank the State for passing those 

two laws; my children get to grow up in a place that is much safer and inclusive. I am on the 

ground in many Maine communities and those two laws have had a huge impact in discussions 

of race, history, and where we all go from here. However, they are not enough. Now let’s really 

walk the talk and fix what isn’t working. We have done a great job mending some of the tears in 

this relationship in the social justice realm and now is the time to put in the work to achieve real 

equality in all areas: environmental, legal, economic.  It seems we are at the table with you. We 

want to order off the same menu now.  

I urge you to pass this critically important piece of legislation. Our people predate statehood, 

Maine was built on the backs of our ancestors, our blood runs here as strong as any river and our  
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ties are sacred and strong. When the Tribal Nations have the chances to succeed and control our 

destiny as sovereign beings the whole state benefits. It is about a new dawn of equal rights for us 

and equal rights are not special rights. It is also about a better future and unity as Mainers. We 

cannot say “Welcome home” if the land’s original people are treated like unwanted guests. I am 

as hopeful now as I was the night of the inauguration because I know that even if these efforts go 

sideways we worked with honor and truth. I have faith in the law makers of Maine that just last 

year sent a message that we are human beings, not mascots, and that the attempted genocide of 

our people is not worthy of a holiday. I believe that there is enough common ground and desire 

to improve this relationship for success here. Differences divide us because we fear what we 

don’t understand and don’t trust the unknown.  I have witnessed for months now a wave of 

education and attempts to see eye to eye. We can set aside fear and distrust and we can walk 

forward as one and I want to believe that we will.  

Thank you.  


