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Senator Carpenter, Representative Bailey, and members of the Judiciary Committee, my 

name is Bryan Wentzell, I am a resident of Portland and I am here today to support LD 2094 

“An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Task Force on Changes to the Maine 

Indian Claims Settlement Implementing Act.” 

As a non-Native citizen of Maine, I support the process and outcomes of the Maine Indian 

Land Claims Task Force and the Maine State government’s efforts to work with the Tribes to 

address aspects on the Settlement Act that have reduced the State’s recognition of Tribal 

sovereignty. The Task Force recommendations and this bill are about respect and 

acknowledgement of the Tribes’ inherent sovereignty consistent with federal Indian law.  

I claim no expertise on these issues, but have read some of the history behind the Settlement 

Act, and have had the privilege over the last 3 years of spending time with leaders and 

representatives from the Micmac, Maliseet, Passamaquoddy, and Penobscot Tribes who took 

their own time to share with me and others some of their culture, stories, perspectives, 

history, and views on Tribal sovereignty. I believe that any non-Native Maine citizen who 

has a basic understanding of this history and Native perspective would and should support 

this bill as an important step in the right direction.  

This spring my son will be studying Wabanaki culture in his fourth-grade class at Reiche 

Elementary School. I have talked to him about this bill and why we need it, and it is my hope 

that by that time I can talk to him about the passage of LD 2094 into law. 

Thank you very much for considering my comments. 

 

Sincerely,  

Bryan Wentzell 

Portland, Maine 


